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Mark Atkinson

Panel — Balancing Innovation and Caution: The Role of Generative Al in Education, and Demo

CEO, Mursion
https:/ /[www.linkedin.com/in/mark-atkinson-a8338/

N
Mursion
Mark Atkinson is Chief Executive Officer of Mursion, Inc., the nation’s leading simulation platform for changing
human behavior to develop the skills required to be effective in high stakes careers. Mursion has deployed its
simulation platform to hundreds of Fortune 1,000 corporations and institutes of higher education. Mr. Atkinson
is the Founder of TeachForward, LLC, a virtual coaching platform for K-12 educators that offers programs for
alternative certification and professional licensure. Mr. Atkinson founded and served as CEO of Teachscape Inc.
Prior to launching a career in educational technology and workforce development, Mr. Atkinson served as Senior
Producer and Manager of New Markets for CBS News Productions and worked as an Emmy award winning News
Producer for Peter Jennings Reporting, ABC News, where he produced a series of network specials on U.S. foreign
policy in Bosnia, Haiti and Irag. He is a recipient of the Alfred I. DuPont Columbia University “Gold Baton” for his
work in Bosnia. Mr. Atkinson is a graduate of Yale College.

Andrew Axel

Victory XR, CFO
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/andy-axel-2333895/

Andrew Axel is an experienced financial services executive and Capital Markets expert with background in start-
up and growth companies, asset management, lending, mergers and acquisitions, private equity, capital raising
and equipment finance.
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Dennis Brooks

Cinematic Health Education, COO
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/dennis-brooks-7911a416/

C * Cinematic Health

Dennis Brooks has spent his whole career in healthcare. After graduating with a degree in Healthcare Adminis-
tration, Dennis has worked in a variety of healthcare settings, including hospitals, physician practices, nursing
homes and healthcare billing and consulting firms. He has been in charge of physician practice groups for large
health systems, run business development for health care systems, operated and sold practice management
software for physicians, and been the Administrator at several senior care facilities, including nursing homes
and an assisted living community. As a co-founder and Chief Operating Officer of Cinematic Health Education,
Dennis is passionate about having CHE lead the way in training a new generation of compassionate, competent
and credible caregivers.

Annie Brown

BYU, Graduate Student
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/anniekbbrown/

Sean K. Brown

Speaker, and Moderator of Panel — State of Venture Capital & Investment Banking
Juvo Ventures, SVP and Managing Director
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sean-k-brown

&
JuvoVentures®

Sean K. Brown has a Jurisprudence Doctorate from the J. Reuben Clark School of Law and is a licensed Utah
attorney (UT Bar #10017). He volunteers with the Utah Minority Bar Association, Lone Peak High School Football,
as well as local youth groups. Sean loves to support his seven children in anything they are passionate about,
and as a result, has often found himself on different types of sports fields volunteering as a parent coach. Sean
began his legal and business career working for King and Spalding LLP in Atlanta, Georgia in 2002. He made

a lateral move to work closer to family in Utah at the law firm of Ballard Spahr Andrews and Ingersoll LLP. Sean
began teaching as an adjunct professor at BYU in 2006. Sean is a member of the National Venture Association
and is passionate about EdTech and the Future of Work. Sean is the Managing Director of Juvo Ventures and
reports directly to General Partners, Nadeem Syed and President Scott Pulsipher.
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Katie Brown

EnGen, Founder & Chief Education Officer
https:/ /[www.linkedin.com/in/sean-k-brown

tN

I am the founder and Chief Education Officer of EnGen, a certified B Corp, and we're on a mission to empower
immigrants, refugees, and speakers of other languages with the English skills they need for inclusion and
economic mobility. For 25+ years, | have worked to improve outcomes for language learners around the world
through large-scale initiatives at the intersection of higher ed and the public and private sectors. An expert in
adult learning, education technology, and instructional design, | have a PhD in second language acquisition from
the University of Maryland, and I've spent years evaluating commercially available language learning products.
Through both leadership and service, I've spearheaded award-winning language courses and authored multiple
technology patents to deliver impactful, effective language training to millions of learners.

Matt Chambers

Private Advisory Group, Director
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matt-chambers-cfp%C2%AE-6a8b245/

I love helping people and specialize in assisting successful entrepreneurs and founders in creating their custom
family offices. Seattle native -> BYU grad -> CA -> UT. | enjoy the outdoors, including golf, fly fishing, and hiking—
anything to get my kids outside!

Varun Chopra

Panel — Evolution of Education Financing Across the Globe
Eduvanz, CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/varunchopral/

eduvAnz

Varun Chopra is the Co-founder and CEO of Eduvanz, a leader in transforming education finance in India. Under
his guidance, Eduvanz has impacted over 200,000 learners with innovative financial solutions. Recently, they
launched WiZR.in, an assessment-based learning platform to further revolutionize skilling segment in India.

Before founding Eduvanz, Varun excelled as an investment banker at Nomura and Deutsche Bank. An IIT Madras
alum with a degree in Computer Engineering and an MBA in Marketing, Varun has earned recognition, including
the “Champions of Change” award from India’s Prime Minister and BW 40 under 40 leadership honours.
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James Christiansen

Orchard Ventures, Investor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/james-christiansen-29ba5276/

Bob Collins

Panel — Evolution of Education Financing Across the Globe
WGU, Senior Advisor and VP, Office of the President
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bob-collins-5413049b/

Bob Collins joined Western Governors University (WGU) in October 2012 as the Vice President of Financial Aid and
currently serves as Senior Advisor & VP Talent Finance in the Office of the President. In the late 1990’s, Collins was
the Acting Director of Financial Aid at the University of Colorado at Boulder and was a consultant for WGU in its
very early stages—before the first students enrolled. Bob has more than 40 years of experience in student aid
administration and continues to be active in the state, regional, and national professional associations.

Michael Colonnese

SV Academy, CEO
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/michaelcolonnese/

I'm deeply passionate about education reform and its power to transform lives.
Prior to SV Academy, | was the COO of AlwaysHired Sales Bootcamp and Founder of WorkAmerica (acquired).

| graduated from The University of Tennessee but attribute my education to a series of amazing mentors and
advisors throughout the years.

Outside of education and work, I'm a husband, avid traveler (50+ countries!), enthusiast of Joe Rogan’s pod-
casts, and a CrossFit devotee.
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Curt DeFriez

WGU, VP, Accounting & Financial Ops
https://www.linkedin.com/in/curt-defriez-19051811/

Sallyann Della Casa

GLEAC, CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sallyanndellacasa/

GLEA:

GLEAC, is an experts-as-a-service platform that connects you with the world’s leading mentors, coaches, and
subject matter experts right off your internal systems. GLEAC allows you to plug-and-play these experts into your
learning journeys, whether you need knowledge transfer at executive levels, synchronous learning, one-on-one
coaching sessions, or simply someone to answer your learner’s questions and guide them.

For years, I've been passionate about building inclusive networks where anyone can share their knowledge and
learn from others, regardless of experience, background, or education. GLEAC is the culmination of that passion,
and | believe it has the power to transform the way people learn and apply their knowledge.

Joe Dery

Panel — Balancing Innovation and Caution: The Role of Generative Al in Education
WGU, VP and, Dean School of Technology
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joseph-m-dery/

Dr. Joe Dery joined Western Governors University’s School of Technology as the VP & Dean of Data Analytics,
Computer Science, and Software Engineering in August 2022. At WGU, Joe is working to help students learn

how to “effect” change in their professional roles — surgically balancing a combination of mathematics, data
management, programming, and business influence skills. Prior to joining academia full-time, Joe spent much of
his corporate career working for EMC — and later, Dell Technologies — where he joined as a “hands-on-keyboard”
Data Scientist in 2011. Building from his experiences, Joe is often invited to speak on the crucial role of decision
intelligence frameworks, change management, and “improv” in bringing data-derived solutions to life. Joe holds
a PhD in Business Analytics & an MS in Marketing Analytics, both from Bentley University.
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Mike Discenza

Schoolinks, CTO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mdiscenza/

©

SchooLinks

Michael leads the product, engineering, design, and solution/integrotion teams at Schoolinks. He built much of
the Schoolinks product and grew the product and engineering team to 50 people.

Over the last several years Michael has worked with state departments of education and school district leaders
to understand their needs, build trust as a partner, and develop solutions within the Schoolinks Platform to
support their students’ success. He has been the main technical implementation contact for the largest
Schoolinks accounts: Chicago Public Schools, Houston ISD, Dallas ISD, and many others.

Michael graduated Cum Laude with a BA double major in Statistics and Sociology and a concentration in
Business Management and earned a MA in Statistics, both from Columbia University.

Kanak Durga Kunapuli, CFA

Panel — Moderator — Evolution of Education Financing Across the Globe
Juvo Ventures, Financial Quantitative Manager
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kanak-durga-kunapuli-cfa-4481647/

&
JuvoVentures®

Kanak Durga Kunapuli is an accomplished finance professional with a strong track record in venture capital,
strategy, and corporate development. Currently a Manager at Western Governors University, Kanak leads im-
pactful investments in startups across the USA, Canada, the Middle East, and Asia. Her work has been instrumen-
tal in aligning these investments with the UN Sustainable Development Goals, positively impacting over 10 million
learners worldwide. She has successfully managed the end-to-end deal process for Series A investments and
overseen significant exits.

Before her current role, Kanak served as a Manager of Strategy and Corporate Development at WGU. In this role,
she spearheaded mergers and acquisitions strategies and venture capital investments, focusing on innovative
financial solutions for marginalized learners. Her initiatives led to the establishment of Suncrest Financial LLC and
PineView Financial LLC, which developed new tuition financing methods to support underserved students.

Kanak holds an MBA in Finance and Investments from Brigham Young University and a Bachelor of Engineering in
Electrical Engineering from the National Institute of Technology, India. A CFA charterholder and a member of the
CFA Society Salt Lake City, she is committed to promoting financial education and innovation in the investment
community. Additionally, Kanak is an active member of the Women in Finance Association, advocating for diver-
sity and inclusion in the finance industry.
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Nick Efstratis

Panel - State of Venture Capital & Investment Banking
Juvo Ventures, Sub-Advisor; Epic Ventures, Co-Founder & Managing Partner
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/nefstratis/

&
JuvoVentures®

Nick Efstratis is a co-founder and co-Managing Partner of EPIC Ventures. In addition, Nick is a Managing Partner of
Zions SBIC, the venture capital investment fund of Zions Bancorporation.

Nick has been an Officer of a publicly traded Business Development Corporation, MACC Private Equities, and has
served on the Board of Directors of a publicly traded company, INST. Nick has been invited and served 6 times as
a Judge for the renowned Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year competition.

Previous to focusing on the technology sector, Nick and his family founded and operated Ranchlife Adventures,
a working cattle and guest ranch located in Montana. He has a B.S. in Entrepreneurship from Brigham Young
University. His M.B.A. is from the Marriott School at BYU.

Hamoon Ekhtiari

Panel — Balancing Innovation and Caution: The Role of Generative Al in Education
FutureFit Al, CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/henry-humphreys-44740/

T FutureFit Al

Hamoon Ekhtiari is the CEO of FutureFit Al, where he leverages Al and data to enhance pathways between talent,
skills, and opportunities. FutureFit Al's Al-driven solutions assist governments, labour agencies, and enterprises

in supporting diverse workers through career planning, reskilling, and job placement. Hamoon’s work has been
recognized by the Wall Street Journal, Harvard Review, and various governments. Previously, he served as
Director of Strategy and Innovation for a $30B telecom company and founded a leadership academy at a major
urban innovation hub. He is also a member of the Governor General’'s Canadian Leadership Conference, an AdR
Fellow at the University of Cambridge, and a recipient of the University of Waterloo’s Alumni Achievement Medal.

Suzanne EL-Moursi

Panel — Balancing Innovation and Caution: The Role of Generative Al in Education
Brighthive, Co-Founder & CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/suelmoursi/

Suzanne is an accomplished entrepreneur with 22 years experience specializing in digital transformations, brand
strategy, growth marketing, entrepreneurship and startup operations; building new brands and successful businesses.

Suzanne is characterized as a high-energy leader, a relentless optimist, and a creative thinker who thrives on the
success of building healthy teams, cultures and businesses.

Suzanne holds a Masters of Science (MS) in Human Computer Interaction from DePaul University and a Masters of
Business Administration (MBA) from University of Chicago - Chicago Booth.

Suzanne is a Founding Member of Chief, sits on the Board of Directors for the Chicago Children’s Choir and Northern
lllinois University’s College of Business Board of Advisors to the Dean.
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Katie Fang

Schoolinks, CEO & Founder
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/katiefang/

©

SchooLinks

Katie Fang is the Founder and CEO of Schoolinks, an enterprise SaaS company in the education space, focusing
on college & career planning and workforce development. She founded the company after college based on
her own experience using legacy tools and sought to make the process more engaging and effective. Though
Katie is a first-time founder and CEO, she’s able to build and scale the company to serve millions of students
nationwide. Schoolinks was ranked three years in a row on the Inc 5000, the fastest growing companies in
America in 2022, 2023 and 2024 and named one of the top 10 “Most Innovative Company in Education” by Fast
Company in 2023. She was named to the Forbes “30 under 30" list, Top Texans under 30, the Young Woman to
Watch, and has been featured on the cover of Austin Woman Magazine.

Harris Ferrell

Orijin, CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/suelmoursi/

oriin

Harris Ferrell has spent his professional career scaling early-stage to mid-sized education ventures. He joined
Orijin in January 2018 to lead the company into its new phase of growth. He earned his BA from Yale and his
MBA from Harvard Business School. He has worked in education in many different facets including as a teacher
through Teach For America, a co-founder of AdvancePath Academics, and COO at Achievement First.

Alex Geren

Juvo Ventures, Senior Investment Analyst
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alex-geren-19734178/

&
JuvoVentures®

Alex Geren is an Analyst at Juvo Ventures. Prior to joining Juvo Ventures, Alex worked at Goldman Sachs as

an Associate in the Corporate Treasury Division, focusing on liquidity forecasting. Before Goldman Sachs Alex
completed various internships across the financial services industry. Alex graduated from the University of Utah
and earned his Master of Science in Finance.

Alex enjoys mountain biking, rock climbing and hiking in his free time.
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Liz Gross

Campus Sonar, Founder & CEO
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/lizgross/

Liz Gross is the founder and CEO of Campus Sonar, which partners with higher education focused leadership
teams to guide research-led transformation grounded in social intelligence. She is an award-winning speaker,
author, and strategist with 20 years’ experience in higher ed and strategic social listening programs. She
received a Ph.D. in Leadership for the Advancement of Learning and Service in Higher Education at Cardinal
Stritch University, a master’s degree in educational policy and leadership from Marquette University, and a
bachelor’s degree in interpersonal communication from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

Courtney Hills McBeth

WGU, Provost and Chief Academic Officer
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/courtney-hills-mcbeth-34973b2/

Dr. Courtney Hills McBeth became chief academic officer and provost of Western Governors University on January
10, 2024, overseeing WGU's schools of Health, Education, Technology, and Business. With over 20 years of experience
in higher education, she manages academic affairs, including program development, faculty, accreditation, and
curriculum design. Previously, she was senior vice president at Strada Education Foundation, promoting equitable
outcomes in postsecondary education. Courtney’s career began at the University of Utah, where she excelled in
various leadership roles, including strategic planning and innovation efforts. She also developed and taught courses
at the University of Utah and Purdue University. Courtney holds a doctorate from the University of Pennsylvania and
both a master’'s and bachelor’'s degree from the University of Utah. Outside of work, she enjoys outdoor activities in
Salt Lake City with her family, embodying the same adventurous spirit in her personal and professional life.

Janae Holland

Juvo Ventures, Associate Investment Analyst
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/janae-holland/

&
JuvoVentures®

Janae Holland is an Associate at Juvo Ventures specializing in impact tracking and reporting, writing investment
memos, deal sourcing, portfolio assistance, and market research.

Janae holds an MBA from the University of Utah, an MA in International Education Development from Teachers
College, Columbia University, and a BA in Political Science from Brigham Young University. Prior to Juvo, Janae was
an investment associate at Sorenson Impact Center where she found her love for impact investing. Prior to that,
Janae founded Aliim, a non-profit that harnesses the power of mobile learning to reach marginalized and refugee
youth. She had the honor of speaking on the topic of mobile learning for refugees at the UNESCO Mobile Learning
Conference in Paris. Prior to that, Janae worked on State Department funded International Visitor Leadership Program
at the Institute of International Education in Washington, DC. Janae interned or worked on projects for renowned
organizations, including UNESCO, UNICEF, International Rescue Committee, and the Jordanian Ministry of Social
Development in Amman, Jordan. She speaks Spanish, Arabic, and Japanese.

Janae is passionate about education as a catalyst to improve individual lives and believes that EdTech impact
investing is one of the most effective tools to make quality education accessible to all.
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Hank Humphreys

Panel Moderator - Balancing Innovation and Caution: The Role of Generative Al in Education
WGU, Vice President of Product and Portfolio Management
https://www.linkedin.com/in/henry-humphreys-44740/

Hank is a 25 year veteran of the tech industry focusing on Saas and internet technologies. His strengths include
product development, sales strategy and operations, business development and partner programs along with
account management. Known for negotiating and closing global deals, he has built global distribution channels
for top companies including Google Cloud and Dropbox. With previous positions in professional services,
customer success, and customer support, he has a well-rounded background in the major business lines of Saas
and has a successful track record of driving increased performance in both new and existing teams. He's also
recognized as a thought leader in SaaS and he is a regular speaker in public forums such as Gartner technology
conferences and Google’s Atmosphere on Tour series.

Bob Hunt

WGU, SVP & General Counsel
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bob-hunt-087a333/

Bob is WGU general counsel and has served with enthusiasm since 2009. His work history includes legal practice
in-house, public and law firm settings as well as management of technology skill certification programs and
start-up experience in educational services.

Bob holds a Ph.D. in Higher Education Leadership and Policy, a Juris Doctorate in law and a B.S. Degree in
Philosophy and Economics, all from the University of Utah.
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Heather Jacques

WGU, Assistant General Counsel
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/heather-jacques-jd-cipp-us-cipp-e-1777966/

Heather Jacques is an Assistant General Counsel supporting the General Partnership and its affiliate Juvo
Ventures Fund, LP. In her role providing legal support, Heather focuses on performing legal diligence, drafting and
negotiating investment documents, and providing counsel on corporate and securities law and compliance.

Heather graduated from the J. Reuben Clark Law School at Brigham Young University, where she was a senior
editor of BYU Law Review. Before her current role, she interned at the international firm Baker & McKenzie and
conducted research for an international law professor at Oxford University. She has also been published

by Oxford University on international law topics. Most recently, she has assisted with large-scale corporate
governance issues, reviewed and drafted operational and licensing agreements, and taken the lead in
developing and implementing legal compliance programs.

When Heather is not assisting with legal matters, she enjoys skiing and otherwise being outdoors with her kids,
reading, and finding (and eating) the best chocolates.

Katy Kappler

Inscribe, Co-Founder & CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katykappler/

S| InScribe

Katy is an impact-driven CEO who has spent 25 years creating solutions that extend access to high-quality
education for every student. She is the co-founder and CEO of InScribe, an innovative digital community platform
that is proven to improve student outcomes, increase sense of belonging, and scale support for non-traditional
and underserved student populations. Leveraging her experience and strategic abilities, Katy specializes in ed-
tech innovations, student success, and communities of belonging.
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Donavan Kealoha

Juvo Ventures, Advisor; Startup Capital Ventures x SBI Fund, Managing Director
https://www.linkedin.com/in/donavankealoha/

&
JuvoVentures®

Donavan is a venture capitalist, experienced entrepreneur and community organizer. Donavan currently serves
as Managing Director for Startup Capital Ventures x SBI Fund, a venture capital firm investing in early-stage
(Seed to Series A) technology software companies in FinTech, Enterprise & SaaS and Deep Tech. Donavan serves
on the boards of SCV portfolio companies Hobnob, Shifted Energy and is a board observer with Breinify.

In 2015, Donavan co-founded the Purple Mai‘a Foundation, a 501(c)(3) EdTech non-profit organization focused
on empowering high opportunity youth in underserved Hawai'i communities. Under Donavan’s leadership, Purple
Mai'a has rapidly grown to become a keystone organization in Hawai'i's innovation ecosystem. Donavan is a
licensed attorney and a product of the Hawai'i public educational system. He holds a BA, JD and MBA from the
University of Hawai'i at Manoa.

Andy Y. Kim

CFA, Corient
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andy-y-kim-cfa-2012611b9/

Aaron Knox

Inscribe, CRO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aaronknox/

S| InScribe

Aaron Knox has accumulated nearly two decades of experience in various sales and marketing leadership roles
within companies that offer technology and services to the higher education sector. These companies include
Blackboard, Interfolio, Labster, eLumen, PeopleGrove, and InScribe. Throughout his career, he has witnessed rapid
changes in the education market landscape, which have compelled him to embrace sophisticated processes,
use data to make informed decisions, leverage a robust tech stack, exercise creativity in selling against
competitors, and foster a culture that nurtures and retains top-performing talent. In 2022, Aaron authored

“The Higher Ed Sales Playbook,” a book focusing on helping companies grasp the nuances of selling to higher
education.
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Chris Lee

WGU Academy, President
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/chrislee/

Chris Lee is the President of WGU Academy. Chris brings more than 20 years of executive experience at
organizations in technology, media, and education. Most recently, Chris served as Chief Growth Officer for
BrainStorm, a venture-funded education technology company serving corporate and public sector clients across
North America.

Jason Levin

Speaker: Discussion on WGU Labs Accelerator Program, Investment Strategy and Services
WGU Labs, Executive Director
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/wgulabs-jason-levin/

wgu @

As Executive Director of WGU Labs, Jason has combined a non-traditional accelerator with product research
and development capabilities to tackle big challenges in education. Under Jason'’s leadership, WGU Labs invents
de novo EdTech products and provides high-quality research and product design and development services to
early-stage mission-aligned organizations. WGU Labs was born out of the Center for Applied Learning Science,
which Jason founded in 2018 to increase student outcomes through scientifically sound and engaging EdTech
products. The Center was awarded a National Science Foundation (NSF) grant with Carnegie Mellon University
and won the J-PAL Education, Technology, and Opportunity Innovation Competition. Jason has more than 15
years of experience in data analytics and business intelligence and served as WGU’s VP of Institutional Research
for seven years. In this role, he created the Student Success Research Pipeline and experimented with innovative
approaches to improve student outcomes. His Leadership & Communication course won an innovation award
from the Online Learning Consortium in 2017. Before WGU, Jason worked at Kaplan University leading the Office
of Institutional Effectiveness, responsible for data analytics, assessment, and institutional research.

Kent Madsen

Epic Venture Funds and Zions SBIC, Co-Founder and Managing Partner
https:/ /[www.linkedin.com/in/kent-madsen-vc/

QrriC

VENTURES

Currently serves on the Board of Directors of Zions First National Bank, U of U and UVU Business Schools boards,
Ostrich Cybersecurity, OliverlQ, QualityAl and Fullcast.io.

Also have oversight of portfolio companies: Oxygen eSports, Canopy Tax, Reputation.com, Revit, Mingle Health,
SpaceX and X.ai.

Past non-profit Boards include: University Venture Fund, Lassonde Studios Advisory Committee Member, Utah
Technology Council, Utah Venture Entrepreneur Forum, Leonardo Museum Capital Committee, Innoventures
Oversight and Investment Committees, Mountain West Venture Capital Network.
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Camille Nielsen

Juvo Ventures, Executive Assistant
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/camille-nielsen/

&
JuvoVentures®

Camille Nielsen is the Executive Assistant for Juvo Ventures. Camille has over ten years of experience as a
Paralegal, Office Management, and Executive Assistant roles. She has event planning experience while working as
an EA for the SVP of World Championship Events at The IRONMAN Group. She also planned and executed events
as the Executive Assistant for the CFO at WGU, for over 200 employees.

She is currently enrolled at WGU to obtain her bachelor’s degree in HR Management. In her free time, she enjoys
working as a part-time sales associate at Michael Kors, and spending time with her kids. She loves to travel and
meet new people.

Angie Nguyen

WGU, Senior Pricing Analyst
www.linkedin.com/in/angienguy

Michael Oshiro

Panel — State of Venture Capital & Investment Banking
Caplink Securities, CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mike-oshiro-4923987/

CapLink

Mike Oshiro has 33 years of financial services experience focused primarily on marketing and investor relations
for alternative investment funds. From 1991 to 2001 Mike was a Principal and Director of Marketing and Inves-

tor Relations for Portfolio Advisory Services and hedge fund the Aggressive Growth Partners. Since 2002 Mike

has been a Principal and CEO at Caplink Securities in Los Angeles. Caplink is a FINRA registered broker dealer
Placement Agent focused on Alternative Investments across private equity, private credit, venture capital, hedge
funds, and various direct financings. With his team of experienced professionals, CaplLink has raised over US$4
Billion for funds and direct investments. Caplink maintains trusted investor relationships with a broad universe
of investors including pension funds (corporote and public), foundations, endowments, funds of funds, asset
management firms, sovereign wealth funds, family offices (single and multi-family), private banks, wealth advi-
sors/RIAs, and consultants in the U.S., Canada, Asig, the Middle East, Western Europe and Latin America.
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Davis Pulsipher

WGU, Undergrad
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/davis-pulsipher-929780199/

Davis is currently pursuing his bachelor’'s degree in finance at WGU. When not studying, Davis continues to work
as a skilled contractor, having developed a reputation for attention to detail and on-time reliability for projects
ranging from carpentry and cabinetry to hard-wood flooring, siding, and roofing. While enjoying his craft, Davis
has stoked a developing interest in investing, with growing exposure to venture-backed startups and private
financing, leading to an opportunity to work with Juvo. His personal interests include outdoor sports of all kinds,
Japanese literature, and an occasional film. Prior to WGU, Davis also studied at BYU. While he now considers Utah
home, he has also lived in Boston, Columbus, and Seattle.

Scott Pulsipher

Speaker: Opening Comments and State of Affairs
WGU President, Juvo Ventures General Partner
https://www.linkedin.com/in/scott-pulsipher-5735143/

&
JuvoVentures®

Scott Pulsipher has served as President of Western Governors University, the nation’s premier nonprofit
competency-based university, since April 2016, leading all academic, operational, and organizational functions.
He cultivates a student-centric environment by using technology and data to improve learning outcomes,
graduation rates, employment, and overall student wellbeing. Prior to joining WGU, Scott led several technology-
based, customer-focused businesses, including Amazon, Sterling Commerce, and two successful startups that
traverse retail, supply chain, banking, payments, and manufacturing sectors.

He serves on multiple higher education and technology boards, including as a member of Handshake’s Impact
Advisory Board, advisory board member at the Presidents Forum, Trustee for the Committee for Economic
Development, and board member at the American Council on Education.
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David Rudd

Buchalter, Attorney
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/david-rudd-658649/

Over 40 years of experience in domestic and international M&A transactions, corporate finance (ranging from
angel and seed rounds through IPO’s), project finance, international trade compliance matters (antibribery,
export/import, etc.), and general business matters. Clients range from Fortune 50 companies to start-ups.
Partner in an international law firm.

Scott Russian

Panel — Evolution of Education Financing Across the Globe
Stride Funding, VP of Finance
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/scottrussian/

Stride

Scott Russian, CFA is the Vice President of Finance at Stride Funding Inc. Scott is responsible for oversight of
Stride’s entire corporate finance function, in addition to the management of several affiliated lending facilities.
Prior to joining Stride Funding Inc. in 2021 Scott was a Director of Leveraged Finance at Liberty Mutual Investments
for 12 years. At Liberty Mutual Investments Scott supported the analysis and management of leveraged debt
investments in companies based in the technology and financial services sectors. Prior to joining Liberty

Mutual Investments Scott spent two years with Loomis, Sayles & Company where he served as a Fixed Income
Associate. Scott began his career with Intel Corporation where he supported corporate finance and mergers
and acquisitions.

Scott holds an MBA from Boston College and a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from Boston
University. Scott is also a member of the CFA Society of Boston.
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Dave Savory

Riipen, Co-Founder & Vice President of Experiential Learning
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/davesavory/

Riipen

Dave is Riipen’s Co-Founder & Vice President of Experiential Learning, who specializes in leading strategic
partnerships between industry, academia, and government to drive innovative new approaches to work-based
learning. Nearing the end of his education, he was troubled by the sheer amount of university and college
graduates working jobs unrelated to their field of study. Living this problem personally, among record levels

of unemployed youth and graduate under-employed, Dave Co-Founded the experiential learning platform,
Riipen. The rapidly growing marketplace addresses the very real social issue of graduate underemployment by
providing a technology platform on which post-secondary institutions can deliver project-based experience
learning to their students at scale.

Over the past several years, Dave and the Riipen team have built the world’s most vibrant ecosystem of project-
based experiential learning opportunities. Currently, the ecosystem has over 640 academic partners and
35,000+ industry partners who have collaborated to help over 225,000 learners connect to real-world project
opportunities.

Joshua Schwartz

Panel — State of Venture Capital & Investment Banking
East Wind Advisors, Founder & Managing Partner
https://www.linkedin.com/in/schwartzjosh/

£ EAST WIND
TN~—

Josh has been advising media & entertainment companies since the mid-1990s, and commenced coverage of
the education service & technology sector in 2000. In 2002, after 14 years of combined investment banking and
corporate law experience at leading Wall Street firms, Josh formed East Wind Advisors, LLC with a view towards
bringing “bulge bracket” - quality services to emerging growth, lower middle-market and late stage venture
companies. Josh is a Board member of Beable, ParentChild+ and American Friends of HAC Jerusalem.

Josh graduated cum laude from Colgate University with Honors in Philosophy and graduated cum laude from
Boston University School of Law.
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Ben Shaw

WGU, Senior Director and Controller, Accounting Operations
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/benjamin-shaw-5b630b7/

Ben joined Western Governors University in 2019 after 16 years in public accounting with both national and local
firms. Ben’s experience includes financial reporting and accounting matters with public companies, not-for-
profit organizations, software and technology companies (including Saas), and other distribution and service
companies. Ben’s role is to ensure accurate and timely monthly and year-end reporting of financial information.
In addition, he monitors internal controls to ensure that assets are safeguarded, and cash receipts and pay-
ments are recorded appropriately.

Ben graduated from Arizona State University with a Master’s degree in accountancy and information systems
and a Bachelor of Science in accounting. He has been a licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA) since 2004
and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

Rajen Sheth

Panel - Balancing Innovation and Caution: The Role of Generative Al in Education
Kyron Learning, CEO & Co-Founder
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rajensheth/

[ZIKyronLearning

Rajen Sheth is CEO and Founder of Kyron Learning, a public benefit company focused on giving all students
equitable access to high quality one-on-one teaching using Al. Previously, Rajen was VP of Google Cloud Al and
Industry Solution as part of a 17 year career at Google. He focused on building products that enable enterpris-

es to transform themselves through Al, and building transformative products for Google Cloud'’s key industries:
healthcare, retail, financial services, media/entertainment, and manufacturing. Earlier on, Rajen led the develop-
ment of Android and Chrome for business and education, including the Chromebooks for Education product line
which is used by over 50 million students worldwide. Rajen also helped create and lead product development
for Google Apps for Work and Education (now known as Google Workspace), a full suite of communication and
collaboration products for businesses and schools which is now used by over 5 million businesses and over 200
million students.
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David Simmons

Speaker: Closing Remarks
Simmons Capital, CEO
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/david-simmons-460b376/

SIMMONS

CarrtaL Group

David Simmons is an actively involved private investor. He has worked in the media, communications, and travel
management industries as CEO of Keystone Communications and Simmons Media Group, and chair of Morris
Murdock, LLC. David graduated from the University of Utah and earned an MBA from Harvard Business School.
He currently serves as a trustee for Western Governors University, and chairs the Utah Sports Commission

and Walker Institute of Public Policy, along with board memberships of other companies and charitable
organizations. David and his wife Melinda live in Salt Lake City, Utah and have five children. He has a love for
history, especially American presidential, and for travel, having visited all seven continents around the world.

Harris Simmons

Zions Bank, Chairman & CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/harris-simmons-74218a77/

Joshua Sorenson

LeadCon, CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joshua-sorensen-411528221/

SIMMONS

CarrtaL Group

My name is Joshua Keola Sorensen, and I'm from Laie, a small town on Oahu, Hawaii. I've always excelled in
sports, playing Football, Rugby, Soccer, Baseball, and Tennis.

Professionally, | have worked as a business development representative for various tech companies and in
medical sales. | quickly identified the need for a strong conversion team to handle potential clients, leading me
to start LeadCon. At LeadCon, we specialize in qualifying, educating, and booking appointments for the medical
field and home service space.
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Dana Stephenson

Riipen, Co-Founder & CEO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/danarstephenson/

Riipen

Dana Stephenson is the Co-Founder and CEO of Riipen, a future of work platform specialized in scaling
experiential learning opportunities for learners of all backgrounds. Recently awarded BC Business Top 30 Under
30, Dana’s entrepreneurial journey started when he set out on a mission to end underemployment by ensuring
that every learner has access to authentic experiential learning opportunities to better support their transition
into the workforce upon graduation. With over 8 years of experience in the EdTech space, Riipen works with
multiple institutions and non-profit organizations to make project-based learning more accessible to students of
all backgrounds. He works closely with academic institutions, industry associations, and government agencies to
expand experiential learning programs internationally.

Nadeem Syed

Speaker: Opening Comments and State of Affairs
WGU CFO and Juvo Ventures General Partner
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nadeem/

&
JuvoVentures®

Nadeem Syed has served as the CFO of Western Governors University, the nation’s largest online, competency
based University, since June 2021. In this role Nadeem leads all aspects of financial strategy and management at
the nonprofit university system. Nadeem'’s focus is on fostering learner-centered education models that deliver
high-value education at low cost to the broadest population of learners, underpinned by sustainable economics
and disruptive innovations that structurally lower cost of learning delivery.

Prior to WGU, Nadeem spent 11 years with AT&T. During his tenure at AT&T Nadeem held diverse leadership po-
sitions across finance, pricing, analytics, and business development spanning telecom, media, and advertising
sectors. Nadeem was head of consumer wireline finance and led product, corporate development, and strategy
finance for Xandr - AT&T's advertising company. Nadeem was also a founding member of AT&T Partner Ex-
change—a startup business within the company—and was instrumental in the launch of DirecTV Now streaming
service. Prior to AT&T, Nadeem co-founded a medical imaging start-up in Singapore, led software R&D at Hew-
lett-Packard, and conducted machine learning research, publishing several peer-reviewed articles. Nadeem
grew up in India and obtained a B.S. in Computer Science from National University of Singapore as a recipient of
Singapore Airlines Scholarship from the Government of Singapore. He later earned an M.S. in Computer Science
and an MBA, both from Georgia Tech.
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Parth Upadhyay

Eduvanz, Head of Product
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/parth-upadhyay-a5696193/

eduvAnz

As the Chief Product Officer and Co-Founder of Eduvanz, I've spent nearly a decade driving innovation and
growth in fintech. My journey has been all about creating financial products that make a real difference for users
and push industry boundaries.

I lead a talented team of product managers, designers, and engineers, to focus on blending big-picture strategy
with hands-on work, making sure our products see light of the day effectively. The team has rolled out some
complex industry leading solutions across LoS, LMS, BRE, Data Lakes.

Additionally, | Lead the NFBC PnL with > $15Mn Revenue, building cross-functional product and business expertise
across, risk, collections, distribution, fundraising (Equity and Debt), securing >$35Mn Equity and >$80Mn Debt
investments from top venture capital firms (PeakXV, Capria Ventures) and strategic partners.

Phil Williams

Signal Peak Ventures, Partner
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philwilliams2/
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