
 

 
 

Tuesday, September 17th 2:30 p.m.-3:15 p.m. 
Panel Discussion – Evolution of Education Financing Across the Globe 
 

Moderator: Kanak Durga Kunapuli, Manager, Western Governors University 
Panelists:  
Bob Collins, Senior Vice President and Advisor to the Office of the President, WGU 
Scott Russian, CFA, Vice President of Finance, Stride Funding, Inc. 
Varun Chopra, CEO, Eduvanz 
 
Description 
Panel Discussion: "The Evolution of Education Financing“ 
 
Join us for an insightful panel discussion on the evolving landscape of education financing, featuring leading 
experts in the field: Scott Russian from Stride Funding, Bob Collins from Western Governors University (WGU), 
and Varun Chopra from Eduvanz/WiZR. As education costs continue to rise globally, innovative financing solutions 
are becoming more critical to ensuring access and affordability for students. 
 
Historically, employer and workforce contributions to learner financing have been limited, leading to a significant 
misalignment between educational institutions, learners, and workforce needs. This misalignment has created 
challenges in adequately preparing students for the job market. However, new financing models are emerging to 
bridge this gap, leveraging the potential within the workforce to lower the cost of capital for funders and 
ultimately make education more affordable for students. 
 
Our panelists will explore a range of topics, including the latest trends in education financing, such as income 
share agreements (ISAs), employer financing, alternative lending models, and the role of fintech in transforming 
how students and families fund education. We'll also delve into regional differences and the unique challenges 
faced in different markets, from the U.S. to India. 
 
Learn how institutions and fintech companies are adapting to these changes and what the future holds for 
education financing. This session will provide valuable insights into how education financing is evolving to better 
align educational outcomes with workforce requirements, making education more accessible and equitable. 
 
Don't miss this opportunity to hear from industry leaders and participate in a lively discussion on the future of 
funding education! 
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